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‘Do not politicise Western Ghats issue’

We will clear all apprehensions of the peupie of Kerala: Moily

Special Correspondent
BANGALORE: Union Minister
for Environment and For-
ests M. Veerappa Moily on
Wednesday appealed to peo-
ple who are opposed to the
Kasturirangan report on the
Western Ghats, especially
those in Kerala, not to poli-
ticise the issue.

Speaking on the sidelines
of an international seminar
on ‘Sandalwood:  current
trends and future prospec-
ts', jointly organised by the
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education and
the Institute of Wood Sci-
ence and Technology, Mr.
Moily said the Union gov-
ernment’s decision to im-
plement the report was
premised on the conserva-
tion of the Western Ghats,

Referring to a recent cir-
cular issued by the Kerala
Catholic Bishops Council
asking people tosupport po-
litical parties who were op-
posed to the report, Mr.
Moily said: “This is an envi-
ronment-related issue and
not a political one. The Ker-
alagovernment had sent usa
report on the possible im-
pact of the report. We will
clear all apprehensions of

A visitor from Jharkhand at an international
seminar on sandalwood in Bangalore on
Wednesday. - PHOTO: SAMPATH KUMAR G.P,

the people of Kerald."

“We are aware that the
residents of some districts
in Kerala are on a warpath
against the report. Their
main apprehension is that
the implementation of the

report will lead to large-
suala displacement and will

‘affict their livelihood. But I

assure them that no one will
be dislocated and infrastruc-
ture will not be affected,” he

said. Replying to queries, he
said the decision to imple-
ment the report was taken
only after considering that
State's views,

Earlier, inaugurating the
seminar, Mr. Moily said he
would write to Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah to declare
sandalwood tree as a “Royal
Tree,”

“Often referred to as ‘tree
gold, it is valued not only in

trade and commerce but has
been a part of cultural heri-
tage of Karnataka. | feel san-
dalwood products should be |
a prized possession in every
house and office [both pri-
vate and government], Min-
isters should have it in their
chambers. Sandalwood trees
should be planted on the
premises of all government
offices and there should be
accounting of all trees,” he
said,

Climate

Governor H.R. Bhardwaj
expressed concern over the

diminishing number of san-

dalwood trees in Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala.
“Despite stringent laws, to
prohibit illicit felling and
smuggling -:rf sandalwood,
cultivation is decreasing,”
he said.

He said people should not
fall to fake varieties of the
wood that were available at |
cheaper rates. ,

The governor released a |
book titled ‘Sandalwood -
research accomplishments
of TWST 1938 to 2013", Mr,
Moily released the seminar
abstracts. RA. Shrimathi, a
veteran sandalwood re-
searcher, was felicitated.
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